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HOW COL. ASTOR DIED
TO LET WOMAN LIVE

Gallantly Gave Up His Place in
Lifeboat, Say Titanic
Survivors.

CALMLY LIT A CIGARETTE

And 8aid to His Bride, * Good-Bye,
Dearis, "l Joiln You Later e
She Wanted to Stay, Too.

That Col. John Jacob Astor went to his.
death nobly was attested by many sur-
vivars of the Titanic, one of whom is Miss
Hiida ‘Slater., When the ghip struck the
fceberg Miss Slater went on deck. S8he
was ordered to go back to bad, which
she did on being assured there was Ro
danger. A halt hour later she heard con-
fusion on deck and heard some one cry:
“ Order every one to don life belts.” Run-
ning on deck after dressing again Miss
Bldter was ordered to the boat deck aloft.

“When I got there,” she safd, “1
found an indescribable scenme. A number
of the steeragds men passengers had at-
tempted to seize one of the boats, and
thare was a brisk revolver fire; many men
fell under It. The prompt and &rastic
action o8 the officers restored order.

" There were many touching scenes ag
the boats put off. I saw Col. John Jacodh
Astor hand his young wife into a boat
tenderly and then ask an officer whether
he might also go. When permission was
refused he stepped dack and coolly took
out his oigarette case.

*‘Good bye, dearie,' " he called gally,
as he lighted a cigarette and ieaned over
the rail, *‘I'H join you later.”

“ Another man, a Frenchman I think,
approached one of the boats about to
be lowered. He had with him two deau-
tifut little boys. An officer waved him
back stermiy. ‘Bless you,' he safd, ‘I
don't want to go, but for God's sake take
the boys. Thelr mother is walting for
them in New York' The boys were taken
aboard."

Miss Slater dwelt at length on the large
percentage of the crew saved. On the
boat that carried her away from the sink-
ing ship were nine other women and
more than thirty firemen. But she paid
2 tribute to the orchestra, which played
unti! the boat went down.

Miss Margaret ¥Hays of 803 Waest
Eighty-third Street is another survivar
who pralsed Col. Astor's bravery.
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Miss Hays said:

** When the Titanlec struck I dld not feel
the shock very much. I made my way
to the rall, where all was excitement, and
was assisted into a lifehoat.

** Col. Astor with his wife came on deck
at that time, and both got into another
boat. Col. Astor had his arms about his
wife and’ assisted her into the boat. At
the time there were no women waiting
to get {nto the boats and the ship's offl-
cers at that point invited Mr. Astor to
get into the boat with his wife, The
Colone], after looking around and seeing
no women, got into the boat, ard his wife
threw her arms about him.

‘ The boat in which were Col. Astor and
hig wife was about to be lowered, when
women came rupning out ‘on deck. Rais-
ing his hand, Col. Astor stopped the prep-
arations 'to lower hig doat, and, stepping
out, assisted the women into the boat.

“Mrs. Astor crled out and wafited to
get out of the boat with her husband,
but the Colonel pitted her on the back
and said something I could not hear. As
the boat In which T was sitting was being
lowered, I heard Col. Astor say:

*{The ladies will have to go first.

“ Major Butt and John Jacob Astor
died like heroes.” Before she could tell
more she was hurried away.

Mrs. Churchill Candee of Waghington,
D. C., who was taken from her room
with both lege broken, gave an account
of how some of the best-known people
raet tl;elr n}:‘.te. itt)ae}(ore she was hurried
away tc a hosp A

** All the women were saved,” she sald,
* except*those who preferred to die with
thefr husbands. Mrs. Straus was one of
these. ‘She could have gone {nto & boat,
but she refuseéd, I last saw her standin
on the ugger deck with her husband,
watching the boats pull away.”

‘“ What about Col. Astor?"

‘‘ He was noble,” she promptly replied.
** He came forward with his wife to the
Jifeboat, but when he wag told he must.
l,es l;s'er go alone he just stood to one

“How did the men behave?"”

*“They were noble, fust noble,"” Mra.
Candee said with emphagis. * There was
no confusion, and every one let the wo-
men get into the boats first."

Then Mrs. Ccndee spoke of the accl-
dent and how it came about. She sald
that the coxswain of her boat was the
quartermaster who had been at the wheel
when the iceberg was struck. She Baw
the great mass of {ce next day, and f{t
stood high over the water perhaps eighty
feet high and had two pinnacles. But the

uvartermaster sald they could not see it

ro:n the bridge.”

' Were you going fast? '

" Yes, wo were trying to make 570 miles
mne;d lay, and we were steaming at top
speed.

Then Mrs, Candee told¢ how she had
seen the last of the Titanic. It canted to
one - gide and slowly settled in the water.
The bow went first, and then the stern
glowly came up.

There were a serles of explosions, and
the great hull settled down. The boats
had rowed away as fast and as far as
they could, and as the Titanic disap-
peared, Mrs. Candee said, there was no
suction felt, but thers was g most horrl-
ble noise.

The last she saw of the vessel was the
sight of Mr. and Mrs. Straus standing
on the upper deck, and until a féw -
uies before the end the band was playing.




